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Appeal Rights 
If you are dissatisfied with this determination you are entitled to apply for an internal review, in 
accordance with section 29 of the FOI Act. To make an internal review application, please either 
write a letter or send an Application for Review of Determination to the Principal Officer of this 
agency, Chief Officer Michael Morgan, within 30 (calendar) days after you receive this letter. 
Should you submit an application for an Internal Review, please include an application fee of 
$36.75.  

For more information about seeking a review or appeal, please contact the Ombudsman SA on 
telephone (08) 8226 8699 or SACAT on 1800 723 767. 

Should you have any enquiries in relation to this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me on 
0429 094 736.  

Yours sincerely 

Kim Arnott 
Accredited Freedom of Information Officer 

10 January 2022 

Encl:  Schedule of documents 
Determination 
Documents for full or partial release 
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ESS-21-5285
SCHEDULE OF DOCUMENTS 

Doc 
No 

Description Proposed determination pursuant to 
Schedule 1 of FOI AC 

1. Attachment to email dated 28 Jan 2021 

Partial access 
Names of individuals and address and 
information pertaining to personal affairs 
exempt from disclosure under clause 6 (1) 
of the FOI Act. 

2. Email thread last dated 29 Jan 2021 

3. Attachment to email dated 8 Feb 2021 
briefing 

4. Attachment to email dated 8 Feb 2021 
draft letter 

5. Email thread last dated 10 Feb 2021 

6. Scanned copy of CFS draft briefing and 
letter of reply dated 16 Feb 2021 

7. Email thread last dated 16 Feb 2021 
duplicates emails removed 

8. Email dated 22 Feb 2021 

9. Email dated 25 Feb 2021 Full release 

10. Attachment to email dated 25 Feb 2021 Full release 

11. Attachment email dated 25 Feb 2021 Full release 
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DETERMINATION  
 
1. I have determined to provide partial access to documents 1 through to 8 and have 

nominated to explain my reasons for this collectively, rather than address each document 
separately.  
 

2. In your application you stated “I do consent to personal information such as names and 
addresses and phone numbers of third parties being redacted.” 
 

3. The content redacted in these documents are the names, address, and other information a 
reasonable person could use to identify third parties. This content has been determined as 
exempt under the following provisions of Schedule 1 of the FOI Act:  
 

4. Schedule 1 Clause 6(1) provides that “a document is an exempt document if it contains 
matter the disclosure of which would involve the unreasonable disclosure of information 
concerning the personal affairs of any person (living or dead)”.  
 

5. Disclosure of the personal information in this instance would be unreasonable as I consider 
the constituents named in the documents could reasonably be expected to be opposed to 
the disclosure of their personal information given the small size of the Moonta Mines 
community and that:  
(a) Disclosure under the FOI Act is “disclosure to all the world” (Re Sunderland and 

Department of Defence, (1986) 11 ALD 258; Re Williams and Registrar, Federal Court 
of Australia, (1985) 8 ALD 814; Re Anderson and the Australian Federal Police, (1986) 
11 ALD 355). 

(b) Re Chandra and Department of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs, (1984) 6 ALN N 257, 
which has been applied in South Australia, says that I should consider “…all the 
circumstances including: 

• The nature of the information disclosed; 
• The circumstances in which the information is obtained; 
• The likelihood of the information being information that the person concerned 

would not wish to have disclosed without consent; and 
• Whether the information has any current relevance” (aN259). 

 
6. It is practicable to delete the names of the constituents and other information that could 

reasonably be considered to identify them and release the remainder of the documents in 
accordance with subsection 20(4) of the FOI Act so I have done so. 
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The information in this e-mail may be confidential and/or legally privileged. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this e-mail by anyone 
else is unauthorised. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in 
reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful. 

From: DCS:Min Tarzia Correspondence <MinTarziaCorrespondence@sa.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, 28 January 2021 2:51 PM 
To: SAFECOM:Ministerial Liaison <SAFECOMMinisterialLiaison@sa.gov.au> 
Cc: Meneaud, Georgia (DCS) <Georgia.Meneaud2@sa.gov.au> 
Subject: URGENT ‐ 21EMS0039 ‐ ELLIS MP, Fraser ‐ Member for Narungga ‐ On behalf of   
‐ Regarding response times and resources for firefighting in regional communities 
Importance: High 

Good afternoon  

Can you please provide an URGENT briefing and draft response for the Minister’s consideration.  

Note, we are also liaising with the Minister for Environment and Water on this matter.  

Due date: 5 February 2021 

Kind regards 

Rebecca North | Senior Business Support Officer 
Office of the Hon Vincent Tarzia MP 
Minister for Police, Emergency Services and Correctional Services 

T: (08) 8303 0613 | Level 12, Roma Mitchell House ‐136 North Terrace  

This email may contain confidential information, which also may be legally privileged. Only the intended recipient(s) may access, use, distribute or copy this email. 
If this email is received in error, please inform the sender by return email and delete the original. If there are doubts about the validity of this message, please 
contact the sender by telephone. It is the recipient’s responsibility to check the email and any attached files for viruses. 









21EMS0039 

Mr Fraser Ellis MPP 
Member for Narungga 
51 Rovert Street 
MAITLAND   SA  5573 
By email: narungga@parliament.sa.gov.au 

Dear Mr Ellis 

Thank you for your correspondence dated 6 August 2020, on behalf of your 
constituents,  
raising concerns about response times and the availability of adequate water supply 
via fire hydrants, following a fire  in June. 

After receiving your correspondence, I asked the South Australian Metropolitan Fire 
Service (MFS) for advice about this matter. 

The MFS notes that on the 6 June 2020 at 21.19hrs the Kadina branch of the South 
Australia Country Fire Service (CFS) responded to a structure fire in their gazetted 
fire district at  Moonta Mines.   

On this occasion, the CFS brigade were backed up by a crew from the Moonta MFS. 
On arrival at 21:36hrs, crews experienced significant issues with fire plugs and low 
water pressure and therefore requested a water tanker to the incident. 

In this instance, the MFS is unable to comment about the water infrastructure as this 
incident occurred outside of an MFS fire district. 

Yours sincerely 

Hon Vincent Tarzia MP 
Minister for Police, Emergency Services and Correctional Services 

  /    / 2021 

Document 4
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Arnott, Kim (SAMFS)

From: Meneaud, Georgia (DCS)
Sent: Wednesday, 10 February 2021 2:08 PM
To: CFS:Ministerials
Cc: Phelps, Kristy (SAFECOM); SAFECOM:Ministerial Liaison; Firth, Lisa (SAMFS)
Subject: RE: URGENT - 21EMS0039 - ELLIS MP, Fraser - Member for Narungga - On behalf of  

 - Regarding response times and resources for firefighting in regional 
communities

Hi Vic,  

We are happy for these questions to be supplied via email with the letter updated also.  
Can this advice however receive endorsement from Dom? 

Kind regards 
Georgia 

From: CFS:Ministerials <CFSMinisterials@sa.gov.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, 10 February 2021 1:42 PM 
To: Meneaud, Georgia (DCS) <Georgia.Meneaud2@sa.gov.au> 
Cc: Phelps, Kristy (SAFECOM) <Kristy.Phelps@sa.gov.au>; SAFECOM:Ministerial Liaison 
<SAFECOMMinisterialLiaison@sa.gov.au>; Firth, Lisa (SAMFS) <Lisa.Firth2@sa.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: URGENT ‐ 21EMS0039 ‐ ELLIS MP, Fraser ‐ Member for Narungga ‐ On behalf of   

 ‐ Regarding response times and resources for firefighting in regional communities 

Hey Georgia 

Just for clarity are you after a combined MFS and CFS briefing as well or do I just provide inputs to  yours question 
below via email and amend the letter. 

My preference is to supplement the briefing and therefore If you concur can that be provided asap 

Cheers Vic 

From: Phelps, Kristy (SAFECOM) <Kristy.Phelps@sa.gov.au>  
Sent: Tuesday, 9 February 2021 4:14 PM 
To: CFS:Ministerials <CFSMinisterials@sa.gov.au> 
Cc: SAFECOM:Ministerial Liaison <SAFECOMMinisterialLiaison@sa.gov.au>; Soucek, Pavla (SAFECOM) 
<Pavla.Soucek@sa.gov.au>; Aquaro, Vittorio (CFS) <Vittorio.Aquaro@sa.gov.au>; Meneaud, Georgia (DCS) 
<Georgia.Meneaud2@sa.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: URGENT ‐ 21EMS0039 ‐ ELLIS MP, Fraser ‐ Member for Narungga ‐ On behalf of   

 Regarding response times and resources for firefighting in regional communities 

Hi Vic, 

Please see a request from MES for further information. 

Thanks, Kristy 

From: Meneaud, Georgia (DCS) <Georgia.Meneaud2@sa.gov.au>  
Sent: Tuesday, 9 February 2021 12:13 PM 
To: SAFECOM:Ministerial Liaison <SAFECOMMinisterialLiaison@sa.gov.au> 

Document 5
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Cc: Soucek, Pavla (SAFECOM) <Pavla.Soucek@sa.gov.au>; Phelps, Kristy (SAFECOM) <Kristy.Phelps@sa.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: URGENT ‐ 21EMS0039 ‐ ELLIS MP, Fraser ‐ Member for Narungga ‐ On behalf of   

‐ Regarding response times and resources for firefighting in regional communities 

Hi Pavla and Kristy  

Following consideration of MFS’ briefing and draft response prepared for 21EMS0039, can this ministerial please be 
redirected to CFS to provide further information about this incident and an updated draft response which contains 
the following;  

‐ Advice about the low water pressure concern in East Moonta and what actions are undertaken by the CFS to 
minimalise this risk when responding to incidents. 

‐ Advice about the availability and effectiveness of water tankers to respond to these events.  
‐ Response times for this regional district, in comparison to this particular event. 
‐ Any other information considered suitable to respond to this matter.  

Updated Due Date: 16 February 2021 

Happy to discuss if any clarificaiton is required on the above.  

Kind regards, 
Georgia  

Georgia Meneaud | Ministerial Liaison Officer (Emergency Services & Road Safety) and Cabinet Officer 
Office of the Hon Vincent Tarzia MP 
Minister for Police, Emergency Services & Correctional Services 
Tel: (08) 8303 0619 | Level 12, Roma Mitchell House, ADELAIDE SA 5000  E:  georgia.meneaud2@sa.gov.au 

The information in this e‐mail may be confidential and/or legally privileged.  If you are not the intended recipient, access to it is 
unauthorised and any disclosure, copying, distribution or action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it is prohibited and 
may be unlawful. 

From: Phelps, Kristy (SAFECOM) <Kristy.Phelps@sa.gov.au>  
Sent: Monday, 8 February 2021 4:37 PM 
To: Meneaud, Georgia (DCS) <Georgia.Meneaud2@sa.gov.au> 
Cc: SAFECOM:Ministerial Liaison <SAFECOMMinisterialLiaison@sa.gov.au>; Firth, Lisa (SAMFS) 
<Lisa.Firth2@sa.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: URGENT ‐ 21EMS0039 ‐ ELLIS MP, Fraser ‐ Member for Narungga ‐ On behalf of   

 ‐ Regarding response times and resources for firefighting in regional communities 

Hi Georgia, 

Please find attached a briefing from MFS which has been noted by Dom Lane. 

Thanks, Kristy 

From: Lane, Dominic (SAFECOM) <Dominic.Lane@sa.gov.au>  
Sent: Monday, 8 February 2021 4:14 PM 
To: Phelps, Kristy (SAFECOM) <Kristy.Phelps@sa.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: URGENT ‐ 21EMS0039 ‐ ELLIS MP, Fraser ‐ Member for Narungga ‐ On behalf of   

 ‐ Regarding response times and resources for firefighting in regional communities 

Approved thanks  
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Dom Lane  
Chief Executive 

SA Fire & Emergency Services Commission (SAFECOM)  
Level 3, 60 Waymouth Street 
Adelaide   SA   5000 

T 08 8115 3902 | E Dominic.Lane@sa.gov.au 
Volunteer Recruitment Hotline T 1300 364 587 

From: Phelps, Kristy (SAFECOM) <Kristy.Phelps@sa.gov.au>  
Sent: Monday, 8 February 2021 3:26 PM 
To: Lane, Dominic (SAFECOM) <Dominic.Lane@sa.gov.au> 
Subject: Fwd: URGENT ‐ 21EMS0039 ‐ ELLIS MP, Fraser ‐ Member for Narungga ‐ On behalf of   

‐ Regarding response times and resources for firefighting in regional communities 

For noting and approval. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Firth, Lisa (SAMFS)" <Lisa.Firth2@sa.gov.au> 
Date: 8 February 2021 at 2:42:40 pm ACDT 
To: "SAFECOM:Ministerial Liaison" <SAFECOMMinisterialLiaison@sa.gov.au>, "Phelps, Kristy 
(SAFECOM)" <Kristy.Phelps@sa.gov.au> 
Cc: "Morgan, Michael (SAMFS)" <Michael.Morgan2@sa.gov.au>, "Fletcher, Paul (SAMFS)" 
<Paul.Fletcher@sa.gov.au>, "Thompson, Roy (SAMFS)" <Roy.Thompson@sa.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: URGENT ‐ 21EMS0039 ‐ ELLIS MP, Fraser ‐ Member for Narungga ‐ On behalf of 

 ‐ Regarding response times and resources for firefighting in regional 
communities 

Good Afternoon Kristy, 

As requested, please find attached a ministerial briefing and draft letter of reply regarding 
(21EMS0039) Fraser Ellis MP – Member for Narungga – obo   – regarding response 
times and resources for firefighting in regional communities, as approved by Chief Officer Michael 
Morgan for Mr Lane’s noting. 

Please note that the MFS have just confirmed that this particular incident actually occurred in a CFS 
fire district – hence you may wish to seek a response from the CFS. 
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If you require any further details, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  I would appreciate being 
copied in to the email when the briefing is forwarded to the Minister’s office. 

Kind Regards, Lisa 

From: Firth, Lisa (SAMFS)  
Sent: Friday, 5 February 2021 3:41 PM 
To: SAFECOM:Ministerial Liaison <SAFECOMMinisterialLiaison@sa.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: URGENT ‐ 21EMS0039 ‐ ELLIS MP, Fraser ‐ Member for Narungga ‐ On behalf of 

 ‐ Regarding response times and resources for firefighting in regional 
communities 

Will do. thanks 

From: SAFECOM:Ministerial Liaison <SAFECOMMinisterialLiaison@sa.gov.au>  
Sent: Friday, 5 February 2021 3:24 PM 
To: Firth, Lisa (SAMFS) <Lisa.Firth2@sa.gov.au> 
Cc: Phelps, Kristy (SAFECOM) <Kristy.Phelps@sa.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: URGENT ‐ 21EMS0039 ‐ ELLIS MP, Fraser ‐ Member for Narungga ‐ On behalf of 

 ‐ Regarding response times and resources for firefighting in regional 
communities 

Hi Lisa, Georgia has noted that the briefing will be coming through Monday.  I wont be here 
Monday, so can you please cc Kristy into your email when you send it through? 

Kind regards, Pavla 

From: SAFECOM:Ministerial Liaison  
Sent: Friday, 5 February 2021 1:58 PM 
To: Firth, Lisa (SAMFS) <Lisa.Firth2@sa.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: URGENT ‐ 21EMS0039 ‐ ELLIS MP, Fraser ‐ Member for Narungga ‐ On behalf of 

 ‐ Regarding response times and resources for firefighting in regional 
communities 

Thanks Lisa, I will advise Georgia 

Kind regards, Pavla 

From: Firth, Lisa (SAMFS) <Lisa.Firth2@sa.gov.au>  
Sent: Friday, 5 February 2021 1:52 PM 
To: SAFECOM:Ministerial Liaison <SAFECOMMinisterialLiaison@sa.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: URGENT ‐ 21EMS0039 ‐ ELLIS MP, Fraser ‐ Member for Narungga ‐ On behalf of 

 ‐ Regarding response times and resources for firefighting in regional 
communities 

Hi Pavla, 

My apologies, but I have just received confirmation from the relevant ACFO that this response is yet 
to be finalised; hence I will do my best to send through the response as soon as can on Monday.  I 
hope that this is workable. 

Kind regards, Lisa 
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From: SAFECOM:Ministerial Liaison <SAFECOMMinisterialLiaison@sa.gov.au>  
Sent: Friday, 5 February 2021 10:12 AM 
To: Firth, Lisa (SAMFS) <Lisa.Firth2@sa.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: URGENT ‐ 21EMS0039 ‐ ELLIS MP, Fraser ‐ Member for Narungga ‐ On behalf of 

 ‐ Regarding response times and resources for firefighting in regional 
communities 

Hi Lisa, see below, Georgia is chasing this ministerial today..  Can you advise me of status, 
would this be coming through to me today? 

Kind regards, Pavla 

From: Meneaud, Georgia (DCS) <Georgia.Meneaud2@sa.gov.au>  
Sent: Friday, 5 February 2021 9:30 AM 
To: SAFECOM:Ministerial Liaison <SAFECOMMinisterialLiaison@sa.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: URGENT ‐ 21EMS0039 ‐ ELLIS MP, Fraser ‐ Member for Narungga ‐ On behalf of 

 ‐ Regarding response times and resources for firefighting in regional 
communities 

Hi Pavla,  

Can you please advise the status of this ministerial noting it is due today? 

Apologies, this ministerial has had short turnaround however, I am mindful as the author has been 
in contact with the Adviser on this matter.  

Kind regards 
Georgia 

From: DCS:Min Tarzia Correspondence  
Sent: Thursday, 28 January 2021 2:51 PM 
To: 'SAFECOM:Ministerial Liaison' <SAFECOMMinisterialLiaison@sa.gov.au> 
Cc: Meneaud, Georgia (DCS) <Georgia.Meneaud2@sa.gov.au> 
Subject: URGENT ‐ 21EMS0039 ‐ ELLIS MP, Fraser ‐ Member for Narungga ‐ On behalf of   

 ‐ Regarding response times and resources for firefighting in regional communities 
Importance: High 

Good afternoon  

Can you please provide an URGENT briefing and draft response for the Minister’s consideration.  

Note, we are also liaising with the Minister for Environment and Water on this matter.  

Due date: 5 February 2021

Kind regards 

Rebecca North | Senior Business Support Officer 
Office of the Hon Vincent Tarzia MP 
Minister for Police, Emergency Services and Correctional Services 

T: (08) 8303 0613 | Level 12, Roma Mitchell House ‐136 North Terrace 

This email may contain confidential information, which also may be legally privileged. Only the intended recipient(s) may access, use, 
distribute or copy this email. If this email is received in error, please inform the sender by return email and delete the original. If there are 
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doubts about the validity of this message, please contact the sender by telephone. It is the recipient’s responsibility to check the email and 
any attached files for viruses.
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