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The winter chill has arrived and the South Australia’s Fire Services are reminding the public to make sure
their chimneys and flues are inspected and cleaned to avoid dangerous home heating fires.

On average, the SA Metropolitan Fire Service (MFS) and SA Country Fire Service (CFS) respond to 56
fires per year linked just to home heating that have caused significant property damage and put lives at
risk.

MFS Community Engagement Officer, Phil Evans said the increase in chilly nights is prompting people
to use open fires, combustion heaters and gas heaters to keep warm.

“Firefighters are responding to fires caused by sparks or embers that have escaped from open fires or
that are caused by poorly maintained chimneys and flues.”

“The MFS strongly recommends that at the start of each winter you have your chimney or flue inspected
to ensure it hasn’t become blocked or deteriorated. Some South Australians may consider this a do-it-
yourself project, however for the safety of yourself and your family it is important this is completed by a
suitably qualified tradesperson in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions,” MFS Community
Engagement Officer, Phil Evans said.

MFS Community Engagement Officer Phil Evans said it's essential flues and chimneys are cleaned
regularly to prevent a build-up of flammable material.

“If resinous or unseasoned wood is burnt in an open fire, soot and flammable material will build up very
quickly. If this is left to accumulate, it has the potential to ignite and cause a serious fire in the home,”
MFS Community Engagement Officer, Phil Evans said.

If you plan to use a combustion heater, gas heater or open fire this winter, the MFS recommends the
following safety tips:

e Flues and chimneys should be inspected for damage and cleaned by a qualified tradesperson
annually.

o Always use a full-size fire screen in front of open fires to prevent sparks or embers coming into
contact with carpet, furniture or other flammable items.

o Always keep children at a safe distance from the fire or combustion heater to reduce the chance
of them stumbling or falling into the fire.

e Combustion heaters must have the door latched shut when in use.

e Inspecting the fire bricks that line the fireplace or combustion heater to ensure that there is no
deterioration and that the firebricks are properly insulating the area.

The MFS urges householders to combine the above safety tips with interconnected smoke alarms that
are less than 10 years old and a Home Fire Escape Plan. For more information visit
https://www.mfs.sa.gov.au/community/safety-and-education/fact-sheets-and-brochures/fact-sheet-
pages/home-heating

For media enquiries please telephone the MFS Media Line on (08) 8204 3770
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